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i OO 16 January 1947 the Saudi Arabian Legdion released the following statewsnt: 


“Certain newspepers of Syria wid Lebanon have published information 
according to which His Highness, Prince Faygal, would be a candidate 
for _the roca of Syria. The Government of Saudi Arabia oategorioally. 

enies this report. and again reaffirne that His Majesty King Ibn Sa‘ud 
and his govarranmt will take care to reapeot the independence of Syria 
and Lebanon, an independence which is recognized by the Kingdom of 
Seudt Arabia end the other Arab countries, 6 well aa by Great AritaL. 
and the United States. 


confirmed by the pact of the (oasis of arab Cations, end ihe is appone d 
to any policy which tenda to modify this status." 


3. The Saudi Arabian Chargé c'Affaires in Beirut, Sa'id Bey Rashshesh, is re~ 
ported to have said that, although King 'Abd al-Azis (Ibn Sa’ud) has never 
liked the idea of the succession of one of hia sons te the throne of Syria, 
still it would be in the interests of peace in Arab alence 

ra vo Saud Arabian King of syria. 


4. Faed Pesha Khatib, Smidi Arabien propagandist, is seid to have stated thet 
certain Syrian officials {one of whom was President Quwwatli) had been 
sounded out on the subject of Faysel's candidany for the throne of Syria. 
According to Ehatib. their reception of this adoe was @iastinotly cool, and 
he olaimed that the matter had been dropped. 
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